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Chancellor Thyreen, his 
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HISTORY

Waynesburg University honors Timothy R. Thyreen
MICAH LEITH
Executive Editor

Faithful to the end.
That’s how Dr. Carolyn 

Thyreen described the life 
of her husband, Timothy 
R. Thyreen, who served as 
president of Waynesburg 
University for 23 years and 
chancellor for nine.

Chancellor Thyreen passed 
away at his home on May 16. 
He was 78 years old.

During his tenure as presi-
dent, Waynesburg construct-
ed 12 new buildings and tran-
sitioned from college status 
to University status.

For people that were close 
to him, however, the biggest 
accomplishment of his presi-
dency was not a physical one; 
it was a philosophical one, a 
spiritual one.

“He was challenging the 
students to make a signifi-
cant difference with their 

lives through their education. 
And that meant serving God 
and serving people and that is 
the restoration, the bringing 
back of the Christian mission 
was what he was certainly 
the most pleased with,” Dr. 
Thyreen said.

According to Waynesburg 
University’s website, the 
three focuses of the Univer-
sity’s mission statement are 
“Faith, Learning, and Service,” 
and Dr. Thyreen identified re-
turning Waynesburg to that 
mission as the biggest ac-
complishment of Chancellor 
Thyreen’s work at Waynes-
burg.

Waynesburg University’s 
current president, Douglas 
G. Lee, agreed. To him, re-
turning an institution to its 
original mission was a rare 
accomplishment.

“He took us back to the 
mission of 1849, the mis-
sion that was established in 
those early days by people 
of strong faith that trusted 
in God to bring us a better 
world through servant lead-
ership,” he said. “And taking 
us back to that point is re-
ally, really uncommon for an 
institution to go back to its 
founding mission.”

According to Dr. Thyreen, 
the chapel is the physical 
representation of Waynes-
burg’s return to the mission 
of faith and was the capstone 
for the Chancellor’s legacy at 
Waynesburg University.

“When we came to the 
university or to the college 
in 1983, the name of Christ 
really was not spoken except 
in slurs. And so we knew our 
work was cut out for us and 
we never thought we believed 
we would reach that day that, 
that, that the name of Christ 

would be lifted up,” she said. 
“The building of that chapel 
was a wonderful affirmation 
of where we were as a uni-
versity. And that was a great 
pleasure for me and for him 
as well, that forever that cross 
will be at the top of the high-
est point of the campus as a 
symbol and as a draw for stu-
dents and the community to 
us to understand the mes-
sage.”

According to Dr. Thyreen, 
the university’s educational 
standards also significantly 
increased during  Chancel-
lor Thyreen’s tenure as Pres-
ident, and she believes that 
the university’s emphasis on 
returning to the university’s 
original mission is a primary 
cause for that. 

“The students we would 
see and get to know each year 
that we could see that we 
were drawing more students 
who were serious about their 

education, who were serious 
about their faith, and faculty 
that came,” she said. “It was 
the faculty today that would 
say that they wouldn't be 
here if it wasn't a Christian 

institution. So it was always a 
path that was constantly mov-
ing towards the direction of 
providing the kind of education 
for the students that it is today.”
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"Restoring the Mission:" A life of service

 

Memorial to be held in Roberts Chapel
KAELYN ELIEN

For the Yellow Jacket

Eleven years ago, a 
steeple rose high on the 
Waynesburg campus. A 
beacon of hope and re-
newal, for not only the 
University, but the com-
munity as well.

The resurrection and 
celebration of life for 
Chance l lor  Thyreen 
will be held in Roberts 
Chapel; a capstone of 
his presidency, a vision 
that began 39 years ago 
when he stepped foot on 
Waynesburg’s campus.

“I think the purpose 
of the chapel is really 
twofold,” wife of Chan-
ce l l o r  T hy ree n ,  D r. 

Carolyn Thyreen, said. 
“One is to give honor to 
his life, and those who 
were apart of this, who 
prayed years before we 
came here that there 
would be a chapel on the 
campus, because it was 
not done alone.”

Dr. Thyreen recalled 
the day the steeple went 
high into the open blue 
sky. Hundreds of people 
called, taking in the sight 
from all different points 
of views throughout the 
community. The dedica-
tion for Roberts Chapel 
would have been Sep-
tember 24th of 2011, lin-
ing up closely with the 
date of the memorial, 
September 25th.

 “As a Christian, you 
see God’s hands in ev-
erything,” Dr. Thyreen 
said. 

Roberts Chapel sits 
as the highest point of 
campus – 120 ft tall to 
the top of the cross, Dr. 
Thyreen said. Relent-
less faith and grit runs 
through the foundation 
of Roberts Chapel.

The service is to be a 
true medley of Chancel-
lor Thyreen’s family and 
the campus community. 
Scripture readings will 
be given by the Chan-
cellors' grandchildren, 
including Luke Diel , 
an a lum of  Waynes-
burg University (2019). 
Worship will be led by 

a close friend of the 
Thyreen Family, Rever-
end Dr. Stuart D. Brom-
berg. Bromberg was a 
part of the Chancellor’s 
life since he arrived at 
Waynesburg.

Robin King will be a 
soloist performer. Like 
many of the other guest 
speakers, King has had a 
significant impact on the 
Waynesburg community 
and family of Chancellor 
Thyreen. King started in 
admissions at Waynes-
burg 29 years ago, and 
gradually moved up the 
ladder becoming Senior 
Vice president of Enroll-
ment and University Re-
lations, then departing 
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Standing left to right in front of Eberly Library: Dr. Carolyn Eberly Blaney, President Timothy Thyreen and Dr. Robert Eberly, during the dedication ceremony in 1995
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Image of memorial announcemnent sent to students via email

 


