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Waynesburg Univer-

sity President Timothy 
Thyreen’s accolades in-
clude the application for 
and reception of univer-
sity status for the school, 
increasing the number of 
majors offered from 30 to 
80 and revamping the cam-
pus’ physical appearance.

Despite a long list of 
impressive achievements, 
President Thyreen - who 
announced Monday that he 
will be passing the mantle 
of Presidency along to a 
successor in July to assume 
the position of University 
Chancellor - considers his 
greatest accomplishment 
something intangible.

“We brought the uni-
versity back to its found-
ing mission of 1849; I knew 
in 1990 that would be the 
most important thing 
[I did],” said President 
Thyreen. “I believed that if 
we did that, a lot of great 
things would happen, and 
I think we can say more 
great things happened than 
we could’ve ever dreamed.”

President Thyreen be-
gan making his dreams for 
Waynesburg a reality in 
1990, when he was selected 
14th president of Waynes-
burg College after serving 
first as Admissions Direc-
tor and then Dean of Stu-
dents. His most ambitious 
goal was the beautifying of 
a promising but run-down 
campus; his first project: 
the renovation of Miller 
Hall under the guidance of 
master planner Carl John-
son.

It  took much coax-
ing to bring Johnson, a 
renowned architect and 
master planner, to cam-
pus. But once Johnson 
toured the then-college’s 
grounds and saw the po-
tential in many of its gor-
geous buildings, he agreed 
to work with the president 
to make the school a pretty 
place where, as President 
Thyreen said, a poet would 
write better poetry be-
cause they were here.

Over two decades, John-
son and President Thyreen 
worked hard to envision a 
more aesthetic campus and 
to remodel buildings, cre-

ate welcoming commons 
and add extra housing 
for the growing student 
body. Last year, Presi-
dent Thyreen’s crown-
ing achievement, Roberts 
Chapel, was completed and 
dedicated.

For the president, creat-
ing a beautiful learning en-
vironment where students 
feel at home has been an 
ongoing and rewarding 
challenge, but President 
Thyreen has also enjoyed 
watching students grow 
into themselves and ac-
complish great things dur-
ing their time at Waynes-
burg.

“[My] most favorite part 
is to see students take ad-
vantage of what a great uni-
versity we now have, where 
students get involved,” said 
President Thyreen. “I know 
if they take advantage of all 
the things that are offered 
to them here, that they’ll 
get a very special educa-
tion. Students have done 
that, and now it’s my hope 
and prayer that this will 
continue.”

President Thyreen be-
lieves that Waynesburg’s 
tradition of excellence will 
continue under the guid-
ance of now-Executive 
Vice President Dr. Douglas 
Lee, who will assume the 
role of President on July 1 
of next year. 

The transition from 
President Thyreen to his 
successor was, like the 
remodeling of campus, 
a much-deliberated and 

carefully planned pro-
cess. In 2001, the Board 
of Trustees informed the 
president that it wanted 
to appoint him Univer-
sity Chancellor after his 
retirement. In 2006, the 
board took its first step 
in the plan of succes-
sion when it announced 
a search for an executive 
vice president who would 
one day fill the president’s 
shoes. Lee, a prominent 
attorney and partner at 
the Law Firm of Steptoe 
and Johnson, was voted 
unanimously into the po-
sition.

“ The advantage we 
have with Dr. Lee is that 
he was chair of the Aca-
demic Affairs Committee 
and the Board of Trust-
ees for eight years, so he 
brings that experience,” 
said President Thyreen. 
“The trustees, the faculty 
on the committee and my-
self felt that he by far was 
the best candidate and 
best prepared to become 
executive vice president.”

Lee has spent the last 
three years watching and 
participating in various 
decision-making pro-
cesses.

“Have I coached him? 
Yes, I have, in my sweet, 
sensitive way,” laughed 
President Thyreen. He and 
Lee have worked closely 
on various projects, and 
President Thyreen be-
lieves that Lee is the right 
man for the job.

“He really has an un-

derstanding of the op-
erations and culture of 
Waynesburg,” said Presi-
dent Thyreen. “The best 
preparation anyone could 
have gotten was to be 
here. Through the three 
years he’s been executive 
vice president, he’s ready 
to become President.”

Lee’s  succession of 
President Thyreen is not 
the end of Thyreen’s con-
tribution to the univer-
sity. As Lee moves into 
the President’s Off ice, 
President Thyreen will be 
busy moving his belong-
ings into the Chancellor's 
Office in the cred build-
ing President Thyreen 
will continue to improve 
Waynesburg by assisting 
President Lee and the 
Board in research devel-
opment,

“It’s a position that will 
allow me me to help ad-
vance the university, and 
the university can benefit 
through all of the connec-
tions and all of the friend-
ships [that I’ve established 
in] 23 years as President,” 
said President Thyreen.

His continued pres-
ence at the university he 
has dedicated most of his 
professional life to improv-
ing is something that the 
president said he is excit-
ed about. Though he will 
no longer be the university’s 
President, he is eager to make 
a difference as Chancellor.

Said President Thyreen, 
“There’s no bitter - I’ll say 
it’s just all sweet.”
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Dr. Douglas G. Lee (left) was named President of the University, effective July 2013. 
President Timothy Thyreen will assume the role of University Chancellor

 

Greene County 
leaders thankful
for Pres. Thyreen

BY ALEX HINTON
Assignments and Op/Ed Editor

Published Oct. 4, 2012
During the 22 years that 

President Timothy Thyreen 
has served at Waynesburg 
University, he has not only 
largely impacted the univer-
sity, but he has also made a 
large impact on the entire 
community.

Under Thyreen’s direction, 
Waynesburg College became 
Waynesburg University, a 
Graduate and Professional 
Studies program was de-
veloped, more than 12 new 
buildings were added to the 
campus and 10 additional 
structures were renovated.

During his presidency, 
university enrollment has 
doubled, and the size of the 
once tiny campus has tripled.

Greene County’s commu-
nity leaders appreciate all of 
Thyreen’s hard work both for 
the university and the town 
of Waynesburg.

“President Thyreen’s vision 
for the university when he 
first became president was 
one that people thought he 
couldn’t accomplish, but he 
definitely has accomplished 
it,” Greene County Commis-
sioner Pam Synder said.

“He has been an outstand-
ing president. He has trans-
formed the university into 
something that everyone can 
be proud of.”

Only July 1, 2013, Douglas 
Lee, current executive Vice 
President of the univer-
sity, will take on the role of 

president, and Thyreen will 
become chancellor of the 
university.

Snyder believes that the 
selection of Lee will be ben-
eficial.

“Doug Lee will do an excel-
lent job as the new president,” 
Snyder said.

Borough manager, Bruce 
Wermlinger is impressed by 
the large list of Thyreen’s ac-
complishments throughout 
the past two decades.

“Anybody who’s seen what 
[Thyreen] has done since 
1990 has to admire all he’s 
accomplished. He’s definitely 
made a significant difference 
in the community,” Werm-
linger said.

“No one will be able to ac-
complish in the next 20 years 
what he has accomplished in 
the last 20.”

Under Thyreen’s direction, 
students have strived to help 
others, both in the com-
munity and throughout the 
world, by completing mis-
sion trips and service 
work.

Under his leadership, 
the university has also 
donated police cars and 
f ire equipment to the 
Waynesburg community, 
assisted with downtown 
beautification projects 
and helped developed a 
Borough Master Plan.

“I think, in all honesty, 
he brought the univer-
sity, town and commu-
nity closer, which is a 
good thing,” Wermlinger 
said.

Photo courtesy President's office

Dramatic changes seen during Thyreen's 22- year term
NICK FARRELL

Assistant Sports Editor

Published Oct. 4, 2012
Norma Harper has seen 

major changes to cam-
pus during her 50 years 
at Waynesburg. Like, for 
example, the simple fact 
that the roofs don’t leak 
when it rains anymore. 

“When I was working 
on my associate’s degree, 
I had class in Madison 
Hall,” said Norma Harp-
er, secretary of Academic 
Affairs. “When it rained, 
the professor would put 
buckets around to catch 
the rain.”

Harper has watched 
Waynesburg change in 
countless ways.

As recently as 20 years 
ago, Waynesburg Uni-
versity was very much 
in a state of disarray; the 
buildings didn’t match, 
the faculty lacked prop-
er compensation and the 
school’s mission of faith, 
learning and serving was 
often ignored.

Since that time, the 
university has experi-
enced a complete make-
over. Under the supervi-
sion of President Timothy 
R. Thyreen, the beauty, 
integrity and prestige of 
Waynesburg University 
has been enhanced over 
the past two decades, 
reaching new heights 
that it never before ap-
proached.

“You can’t come back 
to campus after being 
gone for 30 years with-
out saying, “Wow,” said 

Jan Teagarden, secretary 
of English and communi-
cation.

Teagarden began her 
career at Waynesburg 
in 1976, 14 years be-
fore President Thyreen 
began his  tenure at 
Waynesburg. Teagarden 
has watched the campus 
grow and evolve over 
the 22 years of Thyreen’s 
presidency.

Harper remembers a 
Waynesburg University 
that was distinctly differ-
ent than the one students 
attend today. When she 
began studying and 
working at Waynesburg, 
many current fixtures 
of the school hadn’t yet 
been thought of.

Madison Hall was built 
during World War II but 
was used as the perform-
ing arts building, until the 
Performing Arts Center 
replaced it in 1996.

The building, which 
houses an auditorium 
and classrooms, was 
renamed the Goodwin 
Performing Arts Center 
in 2007.

The campus’ most re-

cent addition is Roberts 
Chapel, which was dedi-
cated one year ago.

Harper said that she 
thinks this building is 
Pres ident  Thyreen’s 
pride and joy.

“Watching the chapel 
go up made me anxious 
to come to work to just 
watch the construction,” 
said Harper.

According to Harper, 

who is stationed in the 
Academic Affairs office 
in Miller Hall, the most 
beautiful aspect of cam-
pus is Johnson Commons.

When she was a stu-
dent, the quad was a 
parking lot.

Now, it is a campus 
common area surround-
ed by gorgeous scenery 
that changes with each 
of the seasons.

“I love how beautiful 
the back campus and 
quad area is,” Harper said.

“I ’m glad to see the 
trees again. The quad is 
like a park setting.”

This newly renovated 
campus would mean 
nothing without stu-
dents who use and enjoy 

its abundant resources. 
Teagarden said that 

the mentality of the typi-
cal Waynesburg Univer-
sity pupil has changed 
just as drastically as 
the physical look of the 
school.

“When I first started 
here, it was like ‘Ani-
mal House’ with all the 
fraternities,” Teagarden 
said. 

“Now, students take 
college a little more se-
riously than in the 70s 
and 80s with that ‘Animal 
House’ culture.”

With all the changes 
in appearance and cul-
ture taken into account, 
Teagarden said that the 
students’ education is 
still the highest prior-
ity to faculty.

“Everything is much 
more beautiful, but the 
students, too, have im-
proved with the build-
ings,” said Teagarden.

“They want an educa-
tion, and it is important 
to get that education we 
are trying to give them.”

As Waynesburg Uni-
versity transitions into 
its next era under the 
guidance of president-
elect Doug Lee,  the 
current executive Vice 
President of Institu-
tional  Development, 
Harper believes that the 
school will continue to 
flourish.

“I hope it [Waynesburg 
University] continues 
to grow as it has under 
President Thyreen,” said 
Harper. “I think it will.”

“Everything is much more beautiful, 
but the students, too, have improved 
with the buildings... They want an edu-
cation, and it is important to get that 
education we are trying to give them.” 

JAN TEAGARDEN
Secretary of English and Communication
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Thyreen with Mo Scarry and John Wiley

Thyreen with cosmonaut Viktor Savinykh and American 
University in Moscow president Edward Lozansky

Thyreen with Dr. Wayne Meisel and Rev. Dr. Robert W. Cahn


